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Our deepest sympathies go out to our colleague Shirley Scott on the loss of her
husband. They had been married for over half a century – a model for all to
emulate. We wish for Shirley and her family a place of peace in what lies ahead.

Tucson Be Kind
It was very kind of Emerge! to post this on their
Facebook page. If your group is one of the many that
couldn’t hold meetings in the Ward 6 office over the
holidays, this is why.
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The New York Times published an article last week in which the reporter followed six
people, each 85 years or older, for a period of time. At the outset of the study, he
felt the outcome would be to report on how people dreaded aging and became
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morose, waiting for the end of it all. Instead, he found that if you want to learn how
to be happy, “think like an old person.” For this week’s Be Kind section, I’ll include a
few snippets of wisdom from the folks he studied.

John Leyland was the author. He reported, “Old people report higher levels of
contentment and well-being than teenagers and young adults.” They have “been
there/done that” and have a longer sense of perspective on how things balance to
the positive overall. Here are a few comments from the subjects of the piece.

That’s Fred Jones. Describing a lifetime, at the age of 89 he
said, “It’s like the Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel. The span
is too long just to have a bridge, so they had to have a
bridge and an underpass. So part of it you’re up here, and
part of it you’re down here, and finally you get to the
Eastern Shore. Good days, bad days. But overall it’s good
days.”

Helen Moses is 93. Her
boyfriend is 92. Her
comment was on
consumerism, sort of: “I

think my life is happier now. I don’t look at the
price when I go shopping. If I like it I buy it. But
when I was young if it was too expensive I
couldn’t buy it.”

Pin Wong is the lady who’s about to bounce the balloon (looks like something we
should start doing during council meetings to break the tension). Her comment was,
“We seldom talk about bad things. We keep ourselves happier. Try your best to
keep your mood up. I’m getting old. I want to live a peaceful life here. No
arguments, and we can talk with each other without any difficulties.” She’s also 93.
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A little perspective for the New Year from those who have seen a lot more than
most of us.

Half-Staff
Last Friday morning Cynthia Washington of KOLD had me on
talking about my perspective on the progress made (or not) in
gun safety legislation since our shooting incident on January 8,
2011. My response was that on balance, we’ve made no
progress. In fact, we continue to take steps backwards in
Arizona. We have a state legislature who wants to cede our
sovereignty to other states through a “reciprocity law.” It
lowers the bar for gun laws to the lowest common
denominator among states who also sign onto the agreement.
We have done nothing on bump stocks since the Las Vegas murders. We can’t even
take your gun out of circulation for you even if you ask us to. I understand there will
be a movement in Phoenix this session to empower members of the “state militia”
to amass whatever they need to fend off the government. Call me naïve, but I don’t
live in fear of the government coming to get me. There are plenty of real concerns
to focus on. Many noted in these newsletters.

How commonly do you see these types of reports in this newsletter? In Taylor,
Texas on January 3, a 48-year-old guy shot and killed his 42-year-old wife in a
domestic dispute before turning the gun on himself and taking his own life. Police
understand DV calls to be the own most dangerous ones to respond to.

On that same day in San Jacinto, California a road rage event took the lives of a man
and a woman. They were sitting at an intersection when a truck rolled up alongside
them. Shots were fired and the two were killed. No arrests have been made.
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Also on January 3 in Garland, Texas, a guy saw what he thought was his camera that
had been stolen on a website. He arranged to meet the seller. The result was the
buyer and seller were both killed, and a friend of the guy who was trying to get
justice for his stolen camera was shot and wounded.

Three very different incidents, except for the deaths by gunshot.

Chief Magnus hired the officer shown in this video. The guy is now a police chief in
his own right. The video is a few minutes long, but sends an important message, one
that I’m still hopeful resonates with our legislative employees sometime very soon.

Watch in Times Video »

TPD Hiring
Here’s one final public safety add: TPD is recruiting for new officers. We currently
have an academy class in progress. The people selected through this testing period
will be considered for classes we may have within the next six months. The earliest
that we’ll fill our next academy class will be in July, depending on funding
availability.

The deadline for this application period is January 31. This link will give you the
details of the job description: http://bit.ly/2CoDadA.

Honors College
During our May 23 study session, I made a motion that effectively placed the UA on
notice that given the terms of the UA and American Campus Community (ACC)
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), we felt the development of a new honors
dorm should go through city zoning processes. These were the key points in that
motion:

1)  The City Attorney is directed to advise in writing the University of Arizona
(U of A), American Campus Communities, and the Arizona Board of Regents
that, based upon the information about the Project that is currently available,
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