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Given some of the recent
turnover on the 10th floor, I
know they’ve got a couple of
spare offices for the medical
staff they’re likely going to need
to tend to their aches, so I’m not
too worried about their
involvement. I also see that the
event is open to miles you ride
on a bike (three biked miles equal one mile covered on foot – too easy!) along with
swimming miles (a mile in the pool equals three miles covered on foot) So no matter
how you get around, join.  

If you haven’t had the conversation at your workplace, it’s still plenty early in the
event to join. There are now 276 people taking part. To sign up, go to
www.meetmeatmaynards.com. 

Be Kind
In St. Paul, Minnesota last week, a group of bus
passengers had the chance to do something they
very likely hadn’t planned on when they boarded.
Passing through a midtown residential area, a
lady who was also on board and who was
obviously quite pregnant cried out, “The baby is
coming.” Indeed it was and several of her co-
passengers stepped up and successfully delivered
the kid. Good Samaritans, all.

One of the California wildfires still raging was
caused by sparks that flew from the rim of a car
that had gotten a flat tire. The 81-year-old couple
that was driving the car is feeling horribly guilty.
Hearing of it, Rachel Pilli began a Facebook page
soliciting letters of encouragement for the elderly couple. So far she has received
well over 100 comments from well-wishers, each of which she’s passing along to the
couple.

http://www.meetmeatmaynards.com. /
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That’s Robbie. He’s a drug-sniffing dog who lost limbs while serving in the military.
Until now, military dogs didn’t have any medals of commendation. Last week the
DOD announced the creation of a “Guardians of America’s Freedom Medal”
specifically for recognizing service animals in our military. Six were present for the
unveiling, including four who are still on active duty. Good for the DOD for giving
these pooches their due recognition.

Half-Staff
As of last Friday, there had been 14 homicides in the past 15
days in Milwaukee. The most recent included two guys, one 26
and the other 39 years old. Both were found shot to death in a
residential area. No suspects were found and no motive was
identified.

In St. Louis, two young women were found shot to death in
their apartment. Police found excessive levels of hydrogen
cyanide in the apartment. They presently do not know if it was
a double homicide or a murder-suicide. The cyanide is created
by burning plastics or a mixture of household chemicals. That investigation is still
ongoing.

In Idaho Falls, Idaho, a 21-year-old guy stole a shotgun from his brother’s house,
took it to the home of a 21-year-old young mom and confronted her in the
bedroom. She cried out for help and her brother ran to her aid from an adjacent
room. He died of gunshot wounds. The shooter fled the scene and after a police
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chase took his own life with the stolen shotgun.

According to the Gun Violence Archive, there have been a total of 9,259 total gun
violence deaths in the country so far this year. Nine thousand lives lost because of
the gun proliferation in our culture. That is not what the framers of our constitution
had in mind.

Family Fire
I’ve written about the Mom’s Demand Action Be Smart program. It encourages
parents to make sure guns in their kid’s friends’ homes are stored safely. There’s
now a corollary program that’s sprouting up nationwide. It’s called Family Fire, a
spin-off from the notion of friendly fire in battle causing death or injury.

Note the text on the graphic I’ve clipped for this piece. In this country, there are
approximately eight kids per day who are unintentionally killed or injured by family
fire. Family fire is a gunshot wound caused by a gun the kid just found lying around
in the home, unsecured. Given that definition, all eight of those deaths or injuries
are totally preventable.

How would you react if you walked in on your kid and saw him reaching for an
unsecured gun in a closet or drawer, like the one in the picture? I would hope it’d
shock you into getting a safe or a gun lock. That’s the message of the Family Fire
movement. It’s sponsored by the Brady Center to Prevent Gun Violence. 

The campaign was launched on August 8. That’s 8/8 – not an accidental reference to
the eight kids who are shot daily in this country. According to the New York
Academy of Medicine, there are more than 4.6 million kids who live in homes with
guns that are unlocked and loaded. Three-quarters of them know where the guns
are kept. Accidents waiting to happen. Tragedies waiting to happen. 

This should be a totally non-partisan discussion. Gun owners are too often left out
of the gun control debate. This is a part of it they can and should embrace. Watch
this video. If you own a gun or if you know gun owners, please share it. And please

https://www.endfamilyfire.org/
https://adcouncil.org/News-Events/Press-Releases/Eight-Kids-Each-Day-Are-Unintentionally-Injured-or-Killed-by-a-Gun-New-End-Family-Fire-Campaign-Promotes-Safer-Gun-Storage-to-Save-Lives
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respond responsibly to it.

If you would like free gun locks, please stop by the Ward 6 office and just ask. We’re
happy to get them out into circulation.

PFOS/PFOA
Following my guest piece that appeared in the Star last week, a couple of people
suggested that I shouldn’t be letting the Department of Defense “off the hook.”
Nobody that has a role in the dissemination of PFCs is off the hook when it comes to
us looking for responsible parties. My focus on the manufacturer is, as I said in the
piece, looking at the front end of the pipeline and seeing if they were truthful with
the public. 3M has demonstrably not been. 

Further though, last week the feds passed a defense authorization bill that pulled
out all of the money previously included for clean up of PFOS and PFOA
contamination. After stripping it out of the defense bill, some senators are jockeying
for other bills to include some remediation money. I’m not inclined to wait on that
process to sort itself out. If there are guilty parties, let’s begin the process of
engaging with them for the purpose of funding solutions in Tucson and the region
before we get into a statute of limitations situation.

Also last week, the Star printed a letter to the editor in its online version in response
to my guest piece on 3M. The writer is a former 3M employee, living on the pension
he earned while under their employ. He’s free to claim his opinions, but he’s not
free to create facts. I’ll first share his letter, then fill in the facts he chose to gloss
over.

Re: the Aug. 12 guest column "Company that made toxins in our water
should pay,"

This is another example of material printed without a fact check or background
information. Clearly, an editor's note needs to clarify this wild claim.



https://www.theinvestigativefund.org/investigation/2018/07/31/3m-knew-dangers-pfoa-pdos-decades-ago-internal-documents-show/
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