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northwest side. One person was shot and killed. Two
suspects are still on the loose.

In LA County, a couple went on a multi-city shooting spree
that included a car-jacking. One person is dead and three are wounded. The couple
is under arrest.

In Irving, Texas last week two are dead after a murder/suicide. The incident took
place at North Lake Community College – guns on campus.

And in Nashville, Tennessee a group of self-proclaimed bounty hunters chased down
a car they believed to have criminals inside. After 7 miles, they killed one of the
occupants and injured three others. It was the wrong car. Nobody in the car was
wanted for any crime, and none of the victims were armed.

Background Checks
Last week, the legislature passed and the governor signed SB1122. I’ve written
about it in the past. It’s the state’s attempt to overturn the policy we have in place
at the TCC to require every purchase of a gun to have to go through a third-party
background check. We’ve taken the issue to court before, we’ve won before, and I
suspect we’ll be given the chance to do it again.

This bill is a bit different than other more frontal attacks on our ability to set rules
governing the use of our facilities. Here’s the operative language from 1122:

NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, THIS STATE AND A CITY, TOWN OR COUNTY
SHALL NOT REQUIRE AS A CONDITION OF A PRIVATE SALE, GIFT, DONATION OR
OTHER TRANSFER OF PERSONAL PROPERTY THAT THE OWNER OF THE PERSONAL
PROPERTY SEARCH OR FACILITATE THE SEARCH OF ANY FEDERAL OR STATE
DATABASES AND SHALL NOT REQUIRE THAT A THIRD PARTY BE INVOLVED.

Of course they’re not concerned if Tucson were to ask people to do a third party
check on the sale of a car or a set of luggage. This is all about our gun sale
background check policy at the TCC. In 2002, we won a case that will largely frame
how the next one on this issue plays out. It simply said the rules we have in place
governing the use of our property is our business, not that of the state legislature.

When 1122 goes into effect, we will of course have the option of preemptively
repealing our own policy. I won’t support that, and I know our City Attorney doesn’t
feel compelled to suggest we do so. That means someone will have to demonstrate
loss; that is, someone will have to ask to do a gun show at the TCC without being
required to do background checks. We insist they follow the policy. They’ll feel
damaged. They’ll sue.

If history is prologue, that’s what’s in store for us. Meanwhile, we’re still waiting to
hear how the State Supreme Court will rule on our policy related to the destruction
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of guns. That’s grounded in another unconstitutional law (SB1487), but we’re
fighting in a newly packed court, so the outcome is uncertain. I suppose some
legislator could toss a 1487-type of challenge at our background check policy, but I
suspect they’ll wait to see how the court rules on this poorly-drafted law first.

None of this is being pushed by anybody in the legislature who represents Tucson.
That leaves it to the City Council to represent Tucson. It’s called home rule, and this
Mayor and Council have a consistent history of fighting for our local rights.

Wear Orange Day
In the spirit
of local gun
safety
legislation,
mark your
calendar for
Friday, June
2nd for this
year’s Wear
Orange Day.
This year
we’ll be at
Himmel Park,
on what used
to be
affectionately
called “hippie
hill.” It’s in
the middle of
the park,
north side.

The event will
have music,
speakers, and
advocacy.
This flyer
gives the
details. I hope you can join us.

I’ll be speaking at the event and will give whatever update we have on the SB1122
and the SB1487 cases at that time.
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Moms
On a happier note, this weekend is Mother’s Day. We’ve all got one – if not, you’re a
medical miracle. And they’re all special. To honor the mom’s in our lives, I’ve asked
each of my staffers to jot a quick “mom thought” to share. Here’s what they came
up with:

Diana: The perfect example of what a mom and grandmother should be.  I am the
luckiest girl in the world to have had the mom I had.

Amy: When my boyfriend accidently steps on my outstretched foot (not uncommon),
it makes me happy. It would be hard for him to do if I didn’t stand just like my mom.
Here’s to each reminder of how many other traits we share. So many of my greatest
strengths are nature’s best impression of her.

Alison: You’ve never met someone so excited to point out every landmark on a road
trip, so willing to dance between innings at a baseball game, and so eager to drop
everything for a hug or a late night talk. That’s my mama and I love her!

Ann: My mother was a strong and independent woman.  Throughout her life, her
commitment to God, her family and her belief in the goodness of everyone was a
driving force.  She used to end every day by telling me (and my children) “Don’t go
too far.  Don’t be gone too long and don’t cross any big streets.”  Well mom:  I have
traveled the globe but I have never been gone too long and you are always not far
from my heart.  Happy Mother Day.

My mom was a single mom, raising two kids on her own in the ‘60s. Back then,
“divorcee” was a pejorative term. She did shift work as an RN, raised two boys
(Pete’s now an Oscar nominee film guy), and is the ethical foundation of who we
both are. It’s great to still have her close.

Last Friday, Diana and I attended the Pima Council on Aging’s Centenarians
luncheon. Tucson Medical Center is the annual host for this event. It’s the second
time I have attended – and each time it is fun and interesting to sit and talk with the
100 and more-year-old folks about stuff in general. It’s unvarnished and honest.
Why waste your breath on trivialities, right?

There were over 40 centenarians in attendance who were being honored, and they
believe we have over 100 people in the Tucson area who were born in 1917 or
earlier. Here are just a few of the many pointers they had to offer to help the rest of
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us reach 100.

“Keep a good sense of
humor” (From Diana’s
108 year old great aunt)
“A little vodka and OJ
before bed” (Mary
Carillo)
“Laugh and pray – and
make sure every meal
has a good dessert”
(Belen Cluff)
“Stay busy and exercise
twice a week” (Verla
Ferguson)

“Drink good wine” (Milton LaLosh)
“Love God and spend time in prayer. And lots of good whiskey and wild women.”
(Oscar Montano)
“Eat well, exercise and love people.” (Estal Naanes)
“Be around young people (especially grandkids), keep in touch with family and
friends.” (Cynthia Corsi)

The lady to my right is Meg Knauff. She’s 101. Her secret is to “read the Bible, and
stay interested in people and events.”

Thanks to Mark Clark and the folks at Pima Council on Aging for the invitation and
for putting on this annual Mother’s Day event. I hope this short segment will be an
encouragement to you to heap some love on mom this weekend – and all the time.

Mother’s Day at the Zoo
And if you need a unique and fun option for celebrating with mom, this Mother’s
Day from 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. you can join the folks at the zoo for breakfast and
mimosa. That’s champagne and OJ – close to what Mary Carillo ends the day with.
Following breakfast, tour the zoo. All moms get special treats throughout the day.

This breakfast generally sells out quickly, so please register in advance. Here’s a link
to use for more information, and for registration: http://bit.ly/2pUHUVB.

Federal Budget
A few weeks ago, I shared the impact the Trump administration’s “skinny budget”
would have on many local programs. Those included deep cuts to support for the
arts and public broadcasting, assistance for the homeless and otherwise needy, and
grants for community redevelopment, transportation, and local law enforcement.

Last week, the feds agreed on a package that will keep the government afloat until
the end of September. Included in that budget resolution is a restoration of each

http://bit.ly/2pUHUVB


Steve K's Newsletter 5/8/17 | Official website of the City of Tucson

https://www.tucsonaz.gov/ward-6/news/steve-ks-newsletter-5817[5/8/2017 7:47:36 PM]

item Trump had proposed to cut or eliminate. That’s good news for Tucson. The
omnibus budget bill protects:

•    CDBG
•    HOME funding
•    Public housing and homeless assistance
•    Transportation grants
•    Grants for local law enforcement
•    Environmental remediation (brownfield) funding
•    National Endowment for the Arts
•    Corporation of Public Broadcasting

I found this graphic illustrative. Thanks to our D.C. team from Bracy, Tucker, Brown
and Valanzano for including it in their most recent periodic report. It shows what
had been proposed for spending, by category, versus what the Congress and
administration just approved. The Obama budget is in blue, and the Trump budget is
in yellow.

The graphic clearly shows the difference in values between Trump and his
supporters as compared to the Obama team and their supporters. We still have to
evaluate the impacts locally, and to add in what we finally see coming from the state
and Ducey. But at least until September, much of the federal money we rely on for
essential quality of life items is preserved.
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In terms of state-level impacts, the reductions we’ve seen in our Highway User
Revenue Fund (HURF) money are important to understand. The cuts impact our
ability to repave roads, plus a lot more that’s apparent when you drive around town.

Our total budgeted HURF fund is just over $41M. Here’s a partial inventory of what
the money is supposed to maintain: over 5,400 street lane-miles and associated
medians, 344 miles of drainage ways, 99,388 traffic signs, 528 miles of bike routes,
578 traffic signals and HAWKs, 156 traffic circles, over 21,000 street lights, and just
under 2,000 speed humps. Under Prop 409, TDOT improved 125 lane miles of
streets on our arterials, and about 60 center line miles of our residential streets.
That’s a lot of work – and a lot to be maintained.

The state has swept portions of our HURF money to pay for the Department of
Public Safety. But our HURF revenue has also been affected by drops in gasoline
sales, changes in distribution formulas due to census numbers, and the cost of oil
and related products. Simply put, our HURF money is being stretched, and the state
continues to talk about sweeps.

You will have an opportunity to vote for or against Prop 101 – road repair and public
safety – between now and May 16th. If it passes, that’ll be a continuation of around
$20M annually to help with road repair. If it fails, we’ll manage road repair with the
dollars we have coming from sources such as HURF. It’s important you have this sort
of background when you consider how you’ll vote.

Pima Street Road Work
While I’m on the road work topic, here’s a heads-up for work you’ll soon see on
Pima Street between Country Club and Columbus. Repairs have already been made
to the stretch west of Country Club, but more improvements are coming.

Work will be done during daytime hours, Monday through Friday. You’ll see the
work continuing to the east of Country Club – crews will grade and reset manhole
covers, then repair the road. It is major construction, and it will take until fall to
complete. If you can avoid the area, it would make your commute less of a hassle,
and it will be safer for the workers.

This is another of the Prop 409 projects.
That’s the $20M we’re investing in our
infrastructure annually which voters
approved back in 2012. It’s also what’s
expiring this year, and it’s the reason
we’ve placed Prop 101 on the ballot this
month. The 409 money has resulted in
lots of private sector construction work,
and you’ve seen the impact of the roads
that have been repaved.
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One guy was recently quoted in the
paper as saying he’s ‘skeptical’ about
how the Prop 101 money will be spent. If
you’d like to see how the 409 dollars were invested, go to
www.tucsonaz.gov/streetbonds. The same level of transparency is being made with
respect to the Prop 101 plans. Being uninformed doesn’t make the skeptics correct.

The picture on the right shows a letter from the Peter Howell neighborhood, signed
by more people than I can count, thanking us for fixing their roads. It’s the kind of
work Prop 101 is aimed at. And thanks back at ya, Peter Howell folks, for the very
nice acknowledgement.

Health Care
Recently, I cohosted a health care forum with the #getloud huddle over at Temple
Emanu-El. The panel included professionals working in women’s health, on issues
facing the elderly, with disadvantaged members of the community, and our locally-
owned, home-grown hospital, TMC. Each reflected on the proposed “repeal and
replace” plan that had recently been shelved. None of us on the panel, and probably
few in the room, expected the issue to simply go away. Last week, the House passed
a renewed version of health care reform.

As the president just realized, this is complex stuff. So much for seven years of
bumper sticker rhetoric. This is for real. Here in bullet points are some of the
elements of what just passed in the House.

People who don’t have coverage through their employer or the government
(Medicare, Medicaid, VA) can get a tax credit to help them with insurance
premiums. The concern is it’s the wealthy who will be taking advantage of tax
credits.
Currently, insurers cannot charge older adults more than three times what they
charge young people for the same coverage. The House bill allows that
difference to increase to five times as much.
The bill ends Medicaid as an open-ended entitlement to health care. States will

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/streetbonds
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receive a stipend based on the number of beneficiaries they have, or take a
lump sum as a block grant that comes with few requirements. The reductions to
Medicaid (low income insurance) will amount to $880B over 10 years. At this
time, we are not sure what the impact on Arizona and our expanded Medicaid
program will be.
If you experience a gap in coverage, insurers are required to impose a 30%
surcharge on premiums when you reenter the system.
States may opt-out of required minimum levels of coverage that existed under
the Affordable Care Act. The areas they can now exempt from coverage are
these:

1. Ambulatory patient services
2. Emergency services
3. Hospitalization
4. Maternity and newborn care
5. Mental health and substance use disorder services, including behavioral

health treatment
6. Prescription drugs
7. Rehabilitative and habilitative services and devices
8. Laboratory services
9. Preventative and wellness services and chronic disease management

10. Pediatric services, including oral and vision care
Source: CNN News – March 24th

For the next 10 years, states will receive a subsidy to help people with
premiums that increase due to pre-existing conditions.
The bill repeals a payroll tax increase and a tax on investments. That change will
yield back tax cuts of nearly $300B to those who were facing the increases.

According to the Congressional Budget Office review of the bill, over 10 years, 24
million people who would have had insurance under Obamacare will not be covered
under the new House bill.

The Senate still has to slice and dice the House measure. Then, whatever remains
will go back for reconciliation between the two houses before heading to Trump.
There’s a long way to go before any of this is law.

Pima Council on Aging – Advocacy
PCOA is concerned with some of
the impacts the proposed changes
to health care will have on the
elderly throughout Tucson and the
region. They’re interested in
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taking advantage of the time
some retired folks may have on

their hands by engaging them in grassroots advocacy.

I’ve met with some of the PCOA folks who are working on this initiative. Their
concerns revolve around the potential of charging the elderly up to five times the
premium level of younger people, the changes being discussed for Medicaid, the
risk pool for preexisting conditions, and more. If you share some of those concerns
or would like to hear more about the letter-writing and phone-calling work they
have planned, you can contact PCOA at 790-0504, or check them out at
www.pcoa.org. Either way, if you have some time, they’d love to get you active in
their work.

Speech Executive Order
Another executive order was issued last week. This time, it has to do with political
speech coming from churches and nonprofits. The issue is whether or not groups
who are tax exempt should be able to essentially ‘lobby from the pulpit.’ Here’s the
entire text of this new order:

EXECUTIVE ORDER
PROMOTING FREE SPEECH AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, in order to guide the executive branch in formulating and
implementing policies with implications for the religious liberty of persons and
organizations in America, and to further compliance with the Constitution and with
applicable statutes and Presidential Directives, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1.  Policy.  It shall be the policy of the executive branch to vigorously enforce
Federal law’s robust protections for religious freedom. The Founders envisioned a
Nation in which religious voices and views were integral to a vibrant public square,
and in which religious people and institutions were free to practice their faith
without fear of discrimination or retaliation by the Federal Government. For that
reason, the United States Constitution enshrines and protects the fundamental right
to religious liberty as Americans’ first freedom. Federal law protects the freedom of
Americans and their organizations to exercise religion and participate fully in civic life
without undue interference by the Federal Government. The executive branch will
honor and enforce those protections.

Sec. 2.  Respecting Religious and Political Speech.  All executive departments and
agencies (agencies) shall, to the greatest extent practicable and to the extent

http://www.pcoa.org/
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permitted by law, respect and protect the freedom of persons and organizations to
engage in religious and political speech. In particular, the Secretary of the Treasury
shall ensure, to the extent permitted by law, that the Department of the Treasury
does not take any adverse action against any individual, house of worship, or other
religious organization on the basis that such individual or organization speaks or has
spoken about moral or political issues from a religious perspective, where speech of
similar character has, consistent with law, not ordinarily been treated as
participation or intervention in a political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition to)
a candidate for public office by the Department of the Treasury. As used in this
section, the term “adverse action” means the imposition of any tax or tax penalty;
the delay or denial of tax-exempt status; the disallowance of tax deductions for
contributions made to entities exempted from taxation under section 501(c)(3) of
title 26, United States Code; or any other action that makes unavailable or denies
any tax deduction, exemption, credit, or benefit.

Sec. 3.  Conscience Protections with Respect to Preventive-Care Mandate.  The
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of Labor, and the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall consider issuing amended regulations, consistent with
applicable law, to address conscience-based objections to the preventive-care
mandate promulgated under section 300gg-13(a)(4) of title 42, United States Code.

Sec. 4.  Religious Liberty Guidance.  In order to guide all agencies in complying with
relevant Federal law, the Attorney General shall, as appropriate, issue guidance
interpreting religious liberty protections in Federal law.

Sec. 5.  Severability.  If any provision of this order, or the application of any provision
to any individual or circumstance, is held to be invalid, the remainder of this order
and the application of its other provisions to any other individuals or circumstances
shall not be affected thereby.   

Sec. 6.  General Provisions.  (a)  Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or
otherwise affect:
(i)   the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, or the head
thereof; or
(ii)  the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget relating to
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals.
(b)  This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and subject to the
availability of appropriations.
(c)  This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party against the
United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, employees, or
agents, or any other person.

DONALD J. TRUMP
 
THE WHITE HOUSE,
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    May 4, 2017.

So what does that mean? Hard to tell, and lawyers across the country are right now
sharpening their pencils and getting ready for another court battle.

Generally, we don’t subsidize with tax money the political advocacy of churches or
other nonprofits. That’s not a restriction on a church participating in the public
square, but it’s protecting taxpayers from subsidizing the political speech from
others with which they may disagree. Go ahead and speak to social issues, but don’t
give endorsements on ‘my dime.’

Some conservative religious leaders wanted this to go further – to include relief
from regulations related to sexual orientation and contraception. Trump didn’t go
there yet, but through this executive order, he’s attempting to allow religious
organizations to support or oppose political candidates without placing their tax-
exempt status at risk. Take a look at this interesting quote from the February, 2017
National Association of Evangelicals newsletter:

Nearly 90 percent of evangelical leaders do not think pastors should endorse
politicians from the pulpit, according to the February Evangelical Leaders Survey.

At issue is what’s called the Johnson Amendment. It was adopted in 1954 and says
churches may speak out on political and social issues, but cannot endorse or oppose
candidates. If that is to be eliminated, it will require legislation, not an executive
edict.

Another constitutional fight is brewing over this. There was the immigration order,
the refugee order, the sanctuary city order, and now this one. Each bumps up
against that pesky document on which the country is founded.

Local Economics
I often describe at speaking engagements how we’re affected locally by initiatives
coming from the feds and from the state. But despite having to fight those constant
battles, we’re still seeing some good economic progress locally. In fact, in
December, S&P rated Pima County as the fastest job creator in the country.

This graphic is lifted from a recent budget-related document we’re reviewing. It only
relates to downtown development activity, but it paints a picture of success.

Stepping outside of downtown but still in Ward 6, we see Bayview Asset
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Management expanding local operations. Bayview is planning on filling 375 new
positions in the financial industry. They’re right now located in the University of
Phoenix building over on Craycroft, and they will add another 40,000 square feet in
the 5151 E. Broadway office complex. That’s much needed occupancy for the folks
who manage 5151.

The anticipated economic impact of the Bayview expansion is estimated to be in the
neighborhood of $550M. That’s a great boost to our local economy. Welcome to
town and to Ward 6, Bayview.

Rio on the Radar Screen
While all of that downtown development is great, I’ve shared
concerns with the City Manager and Mayor that our partners
at Rio Nuevo may be getting a bit out over their skis when it
comes to the financial commitments in which we’re
partnering. Recall the history of the City and Rio not paying
close attention to investments, projects, debt service, and
cash flow. The State Auditor General called the former

relationship “gross financial mismanagement.” I’m in no way suggesting that’s
happening now, but I do want to be cautious about how extended the commitments
are becoming. Despite the fact that Rio Nuevo is not subject to the state
constitution’s gift clause (as we are), it’s still spending taxpayer’s money. And since
we’re partners in the investments, I want us to be aware of Rio’s cash position and
debt service. I’ve asked our city management to give us a report on that. I suspect
they’ll need to relay that request over to Rio.

This is Article 9, Section 7 of the Arizona State Constitution, the gift clause I often
refer to:

Gift or loan of credit; subsidies; stock ownership; joint ownership
Section 7. Neither the state, nor any county, city, town, municipality, or other
subdivision of the state shall ever give or loan its credit in the aid of, or make any
donation or grant, by subsidy or otherwise, to any individual, association, or
corporation…

I didn’t include the part that refers to holding joint ownership in companies. That’s
not at issue. What I am suggesting, though, is that cities have to – and should have
to – show that the return to taxpayers will be greater than the incentives we’re
offering for development. Rio Nuevo explicitly does not have to do that. That’s how
the state law that formed taxing districts was written, and I’m a bit surprised our
State Legislature hasn’t reframed the law to include some fiscal test. My intent in
reaching out to city management and asking for a review of Rio’s debt and cash
condition is to spur our own little gift clause-like test locally.

We have some shared development plans with Rio for Caterpillar. We’re partnering
in one hotel, and we recently saw Rio restructuring its position with the developer in
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that deal. They have that right, but it impacts our financial position, and it took a
public parking facility and turned it into a private parking facility. That’s important
for all of the other businesses that operate downtown. We need a more robust
conversation when deals are restructured.

Rio has plans to help with City Park, work on the west side of the freeway, the TCC,
Broadway, possibly with NorGen on the former Greyhound site, and with another
hotel adjacent to the MLK building. It’s all great stuff – and it’s all being done with
tax money. I’ve simply asked city management to make sure the debt service and
cash flow are compatible before we sign onto any more deals.

The purpose of the constitutional gift clause is to ensure taxpayers are seeing a
return that’s greater than the value of the tax money being invested. A part of that
analysis is also looking at the financial position of the entity that will benefit from
the incentives we offer that are subject to the test. Rio will sunset in 2025 unless the
state reauthorizes it. We need to closely watch how deeply extended in debt the
district becomes and make sure cash flow is healthy enough to justify the
commitments being made.

Films and Economic Impact
If you’ve read many of these newsletters, you’ll know I’m a huge supporter of a
state film incentive – if crafted with some smarts. If it’s done right, we’ll be back in
the game when it comes to enticing the film industry to Arizona, and to southern
Arizona in particular.

While that goal languishes at the state level, our local film office through Visit
Tucson still works to attracting film-related work. Since last July, they’ve facilitated
over $10M in direct spending related to films of one sort or another.

Last month, a faith-based feature project from LA was shot at Old Tucson. Richard
Pryor, Jr. was the featured actor. The Food Network was back to film at Lindy’s on
4th, Stray Dogs, and Boca Tacos Y Tequila. The Doubletree over at Williams Center
benefited from the room nights. In addition, two commercials (one for eBay and
one for Auto Zone) hired local production crews to shoot here. All of that just last
month.

Upcoming – American Express is coming to shoot a commercial, Macy’s is doing
some print work, and an episode for Family Travel with Colleen Kelly (PBS – not
zeroed out of the federal budget, thank you) will be here. The Family Travel piece
will highlight El Charro, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum, the Pima Air & Space
Museum, and the White Stallion Ranch.

Shelli Hall at the film office is hosting site visits all the time. Producers are here from
all over the country and the world. I’m committed to continuing to help market
Tucson with her. We’re working on some new and creative Tucson marketing
concepts – hopefully to be rolled out soon. In the meantime, a state film incentive
would be a nice touch from Phoenix next term.
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Out in AZ
There’s a new community online resource available. It’s a virtual guide to Tucson’s
LGBTQ community – an online list of gay-affirming and gay-owned or operated
businesses and services. You can find it at www.outinaz.com.

Following the closure of Wingspan in 2014, Southern AZ Senior Pride got lots of calls
from folks wanting access to the former Wingspan information and resources
center. Thanks to a grant from the LGBT and Straight Alliance Fund, they’ve
developed this interactive website with over 150 listings – and they keep it current,
so they’re fresh and reliable.

The site has six major categories: hospitality (car rental, hotels, restaurants and
bars), government, non-profits, health care, spiritual and religious services, and
business services. The site will have maps to locations, and users will be invited to
add reviews and insert new entries. This is the first of a three-phase rollout, with the
second phase being a calendar of events and programs, and the third phase
eventually adding a community neighborhood feature. Adam Ragan, Associate
Director at Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation, is heading up the project.

Nothing’s for free, and the Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation has committed to
raising the funds to maintain the site. LGBT&S Alliance Fund is a part of the
Community Foundation of Southern Arizona’s network. They’re legit. If you’d like to
donate in support of the project, you can at www.saaf.org. There’s a donate tab at
the top. Just indicate your interest is funding the Out in AZ project.

Domestic Violence and Immigration
We know that high levels of intimidation and bullying are still aimed at the gay
community. This week, new reporting indicated a troubling drop in the number of
reports of sexual assault and domestic violence by Latinos has occurred since the
election. One may have his or her own views on immigration, but the rhetoric
surrounding “the wall” and deportations has had real collateral damage. Fewer
Latina women are reporting domestic violence incidents.

As the folks at Emerge! will tell you, DV has always been a terribly hard crime to
prosecute. Victims are traumatized and often it takes them years to come forward
and testify against their persecutors. Add to that a fear of deportation, and it’s not a
huge surprise that the women are in many cases now taking the risk of further
abuse and not reporting the crimes from which they’re suffering.

The NY Times published an article last week which included comments from law
enforcement officials in LA, Houston, and Denver which affirmed that the Trump
administration’s policies and harsh statements on immigration have resulted in less
willingness among immigrants to go to the police. The number of Latinos reporting
rapes in Houston has fallen by more than 40% this year compared to the same
period last year. In LA this year, DV reports have dropped by 10%, and reports of

http://www.outinaz.com/
http://www.saaf.org/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/30/us/immigrants-deportation-sexual-abuse.html?emc=edit_nn_20170430&nl=morning-briefing&nlid=78821242&te=1
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sexual assault by more than 25% from last year. In El Paso in February, a woman was
arrested by ICE agents moments after receiving a protective order against the man
who had been abusing her. The U.S. Civil Rights Commission is looking into those
courthouse arrest tactics now.

In Orange County, California, there’s a place called Laura’s House. It serves DV
victims and helps them apply for visa protection. Under the terms of a U Visa,
victims of DV may receive permission to stay on the condition they help police
prosecute their abusers. Previously, almost half of the 70 new cases Laura’s House
saw each month were from undocumented immigrants. Since the election, that
number has dropped to less than one per week.

Support the work being done by SAAF and Adam Ragan to help members of LGBT
community identify safe places to do business around town. And support the work
of the Emerge! folks in their outreach to DV victims. We’ve got a compassionate
community, not reflective of the rhetoric and policy changes we see coming from
this new administration. His supporters will have to own the collateral damage
that’s being documented.

Speaking of
girls, my
daughter –
still my baby
girl still at the
age of 32 –
was a
member of
the Tucson
Girls Chorus
for
something
like seven
years, until

she ‘aged out.’ During that time, the chorus went on a variety of overseas trips,
serving as ambassadors for the U.S. and for Tucson in particular. This week’s Local
Tucson item is a plug for their spring concert. It’ll be held this weekend downtown
at the Fox.

Find information on the show in the flyer above. You can get tickets on show day at
the box office or online at www.tucsongirlschorus.org. They run a great operation,
and one from which the girls benefit for years after they’ve left the program.

Ride of Silence

http://www.tucsongirlschorus.org/
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Congratulations to the Pima County Board of Supervisors for passing their own
hands-free ordinance last week. They did it as a primary offense. I am hoping the
City comes around and does the same thing later this year.

With Pima County, we now have three jurisdictions in the region with these bans.
Oro Valley was the first. Theirs is also a primary ban. We’re the only jurisdiction that
made it secondary to another driving violation.

The Ride of Silence is next week – May 17th.  We’ll hear from some speakers before
heading out on the 8- to 10-mile silent ride to remember those who have been
killed by distracted driving. If you’d like to participate in this decidedly non-race
event, show up at Ramada 19 on the southwest side of Reid Park at 5:00 p.m. to
register. Wear a helmet or you won’t be allowed on the ride.

SPAM
Recall the Mother’s Day plug I opened with. Did your
mom ever make you eat Spam? If so, don’t hold it
against her. Still take her out this week. But that’s not
what this section is about.

Have you ever heard of Gary Thuerk? He was a
marketer for Digital Equipment Corporation back in the

late ‘70s. One day in May of 1978, Gary sent a message out to over 400 users of
what was then known as the Arpanet. It preceded the Internet. The message was
advertising the computer systems. It was the first ‘spam incident.’ And the rest, well,
you know.

So in May almost 40 years ago, spam on the computer was born. At the time, Gary’s
recipients complained at the unsolicited email. One wrote that it was “a clear and
flagrant abuse of the directory!”  

So Gary Thuerk is now called the ‘father of spam.’ He prefers the moniker ‘father of
e-marketing.’ In 2012, it was estimated that spammers earned nearly $200M
annually. Over $20B was spent in this country alone trying to combat them.
According to Thuerk, when people learn about his past, “People either say, ‘wow!
You sent the first spam!’” or, he said, “they act like I gave them cooties.”

You decide which is worse – spam on the Internet or Spam in a can. But take mom
out regardless.

Sincerely,

Steve Kozachik
Council Member, Ward 6
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Events and Entertainment
Cox Movies in the Park
First Fridays through September | Activities begin at 6 pm, movie at dusk
Reid Park Demeester Outdoor Performance Center, 920 S Concert Pl
Cox invites area residents to bring a blanket or lawn chair and enjoy a free movie.
Food vendors, live music, jumping castles, and arts and crafts exhibits will be set up
for guests to enjoy. The event will also include food trucks to provide movie snacks
and dinner for purchase throughout the showing. Click here for more information.
June 2 - Moana
July 7 - The Secret Life of Pets
Aug 4 - Zootopia
Sep 1 - Finding Dory

4th Annual San Ysidro Festival
Saturday May 13, 2017 | 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
The Mission Garden's Spanish colonial crop field will be the focus of this festival
celebrating farming and farmers that dates back to the early days of Spanish
settlement in the southern Arizona region. Click here for more information.

Music Under the Stars: Mother's Day and Stars of the Future
Sunday, May 14, 2017 | 7 pm
Reid Park Demeester Outdoor Performance Center, 920 S Concert Pl
Featuring exceptional young talents Kai Skaggs, violinist and Ryan Chen guitarist.
Kai Skaggs is 15 years old and is a student at Canyon del Oro High School where he is
a member of the student orchestra under the direction of Toru Tagawa. He is also
member of the Tucson Repertory Orchestra and the Tucson Philharmonia Youth
Orchestra. Kai will play Saint-Saens Third Concerto for Violin and Orchestra (3rd
movement) with the Tucson Pops orchestra. Click here for more information.

Living with Urban Wildlife - Ready or Not
Tuesday, May 9, 2017 | 6 pm (doors open at 5:30)
Ward 6, 3202 E 1st St
We’re already living with wildlife throughout out urban area. How can we all live
together, safely and calmly, in ways that respect and protect all? Panelists will share
insights and suggestions, looking at current conditions and looking ahead a bit at
expected changes in numbers and kinds of encounters. There will be plenty of time
to ask questions and share ideas.

Ongoing…
The Rogue Theatre, The Historic Y, 300 E University Blvd |
www.theroguetheatre.org

mailto:Ward6@tucsonaz.gov
https://www.saaca.org/moviespark.html
http://www.tucsonsbirthplace.org/%20news-events/
http://www.tucsonpops.org/may-14-mothers-day-and-stars-of-the-future/
http://www.theroguetheatre.org/
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Contact Information
3202 E. First Street
Tucson, AZ 85716

Phone: (520) 791-4601
Fax: (520) 791-3211
ward6@tucsonaz.gov

Hours of Operation
Monday to Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm

“Macbeth,” April 27, 2017 – May 14, 2017

Tucson Museum of Art, 140 N Main Ave | www.TucsonMusuemofArt.org
“Body Language: Figuration in Modern and Contemporary Art,” February 25, 2017 –
July 9, 2017

Tucson Convention Center, 260 S Church St | tucsonconventioncenter.com

Meet Me at Maynards, 311 E Congress St | www.MeetMeatMaynards.com
A social walk/run through the Downtown area. Every Monday, rain or shine, holidays
too! Check-in begins at 5:15pm.

Mission Garden, 929 W Mission Ln | www.tucsonbirthplace.org
A living agricultural museum and ethnobotanical garden at the site of Tucson's
Birthplace (the foot of "A-Mountain"). For guided tours call 520-777-9270.

Children's Museum Tucson, 200 S 6th Ave | www.childernsmuseumtucson.org

Tucson Botanical Gardens, 2150 N Alvernon Way | www.tucsonbotanical.org
“Frida Kahlo: Art, Garden, Life” Exhibit, October 10, 2016 – May 31, 2017

Southern Arizona Transportation Museum, 414 N Toole Ave |
www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org

UA Mineral Museum, 1601 E University Blvd | www.uamineralmuseum.org

Jewish History Museum, 564 S Stone Ave | www.jewishhistorymuseum.org

Fox Theatre, 17 W Congress St | www.FoxTucsonTheatre.org

Hotel Congress, 311 E Congress St | hotelcongress.com

Loft Cinema, 3233 E Speedway Blvd | www.loftcinema.com

Rialto Theatre, 318 E Congress St | www.rialtotheatre.com

Arizona State Museum, 1013 E University Blvd | www.statemuseum.arizona.edu
"Snaketown: Hohokam Defined" Exhibit, through July 1, 2017

Arizona Theater Company, 330 S Scott Ave | www.arizonatheatre.org

 

mailto:ward6@tucsonaz.gov
http://www.tucsonmusuemofart.org/
http://www.meetmeatmaynards.com/
http://www.tucsonbirthplace.org/
http://www.childernsmuseumtucson.org/
http://www.tucsonbotanical.org/
http://www.tucsonhistoricdepot.org/
http://www.uamineralmuseum.org/
http://www.jewishhistorymuseum.org/
http://www.foxtucsontheatre.org/
http://www.loftcinema.com/
http://www.rialtotheatre.com/
http://www.statemuseum.arizona.edu/
http://www.arizonatheatre.org/
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May close for lunch.

Party: Democrat
Term Expires: December 2, 2017
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